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Interview with11th Skate National Champions Doug Jeffkins & Denis McEnearney
and Runners-Up Ben Piefke & Frank McBeath (who won the 12*" Nationals)

- SKATE WITH

BOTH ENDS

Ross Telfer talks with 1968 Austrolion Skate chompions,
Doug Jeftkins and Denis McEnearney, ond rummers-up Ben

Piefke and Frank McBeath. In brief, how to design,

build,

rig and sail @ successful Skate. Other classes could benefit.

DOUO JEFFKINS is in his 26th
venr of siiling. Tn that time he
has sniled Vs, 16-foot Skiffs and
Skates. At one stage he was racing &
VI on Saturday and a Skiff on Sun-
day. In 1946 he was NSW VI Cham-
plon. He was club champion at Port
Hunter (cight times in a VJ, twice in
Skiffs), Marmong Point (VJ) and
Specr's Point (Skate, thres times),
Unpretentious, Doug is the essence
of practicality. At the sume time, be
is probably the most influential inno-

vator in Skate design at the present
time. He designed and built the first
four placegellers in the recenl Aus-
tralian championships. ‘The interest-
ing point is that his designs ranged
from the bluff nosed Fury and Birsa
{first and second) to the more con-

vessicmal 7ot (Kev Phillips, Gosford
v fhicd) and the more veed Echo
Warsick Wood, Concord-Ryde —

Desis  McEncarney and  Frank
McBesth were  outstanding for'ard
bhands ia the championship series, 50
they supplied Wformation on spin-
naker handling asd crewing for this
article,

Ben Piefke nsed to sail with Doug,
and on many of the aspects of design
or construction made so comment
other than lo acknowledge Doug's

Piefke and McBeath agreed that crew-work is of wtmoast imporfance in the
guest for succesy. An idéa of the “threc-way brace and ali-round tack™ spin-
naker systemt can be gauged from this photograph, When it blows hard, jib
is left to flap while crew keeps boar driving wnder main and spinnaker. These
big-bottomed bouts really et wp and go. More vee for rough courses.
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A HANDYMAN SAVES MONEY!

if you own a boat, you need

SEACRAFT'S HANDYMAN ANNUAL ’68
Here is an invaluable
magazine covering
svery fact of boat
mantenance from
carpentry, through
pregeration, staiming
e pamting to sign-
s biag and s3il-
—rg

e ety

» g e Ey'ng YOUT OWD MOOTiNg.

» Samuge sueage for small boats.

» Sua gy Taetse shooting.

» Pumn % et Taieri—outboard caddles.

* Ty eno geete = 304 buyIng.
T WS Semse - saves money!
e SANDYMAN ANNUAL
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SKATE WITH BOTH ENDS
{Cantinned from page 70§

Technigues off the beeezs?

“On the why. keep (he pole as square as podsible,
wnd mosz crew weight aft In beavy gusts casc both
the spimmaher and the muinsall It it's really hiowing
e e pb right ofL”

N

-~ rechog’
Sout e the affezt on wb shape, 1 profer bosi-

s vable ¥ull on which to aper-
e W0 adiust the brace as the pole

spotupriste 1o let the fornrd
swence, thelr tsechadascs in
sainng, Juecnng und spinnakes were similar.
This s maindy becases B ceed sbellar rigs. The pole
i =g wizh double wirs Brages with roge Jeads through
ceawile 10 Sam dests Bso has the brace
seckpu fcor to facilitate
CUEES camn cleuts with welded

wainless Bandlvs 10 enable Quick adjusument

There is o wirk Balyurd, and & sepe kcker or outhaul.
‘There aro dowble tulltcpes permasently through hlocks
on the puawak.

Both woolled wp the spinnakecs before the wart,

RAISING THE SPINNAKER

The spinnaker s rigged on shore: ek 10 end of
(clipped or saivel shackled); Besd 10 Malyurd; pole
outhaul. The pole i polled down to the wem by
spizmaker ecked in 4 parrow
wound the omthaul back (0 the mast, The pole les
azeoss the deck =ith the ead either in the water of deld
up by o loop of cord 10 the chainplate or & pese

-
g
=

which rakses the spimsaker ™ the [oe of the jib. Par.
tially release 1ne outhaul, placy e pole oa the mast
adjust the brace, tighten cuthaed s pull ca tulrope.

Frank Mchosth pro-seis Rlss’s outhaul and beace
(mey are both marked for various settings). The spin-
naker is maised. then Fromk ongles the pole until be
pots the faws oo the mist (esally up near the cross-
trees!) then he forces it down inte place. No |ob foc 2
weakling. Sl i spves WOOnds

LOWERING THE SFINNAKER

Besce olf, guthaul n, pole o, spinnaker down. Typi-
cxl of IBe eMeency of top crews, Denis id me he
saved Bine by adfusting Mis method to his movement. He
pully the cuthaul in and takes the pole off the mast. As
be maoves past the mast to do so be grabs the halyard.
Kezping this in one band he throws the pole over to
e other side ready for the nest shy, then moves back
1o his place on deck, pulling the spinnaker heck with
him 24t lowering it simultancously

THE NBE

Release brace (and in Bia’s cose, pre-set guthoul and
opposite braco) snd pase over pole Kesping the end
above the atem ling &0 Mar the lee Dracy iy not swept
under the hout Place pole aon mas!, set opposite brace.
To comclude, what is your cstlmate of fee Skate 05 a

wailing claw?

“Ire cless Bas heen foriunaie o have a man of the
alibre of Fred Walpole 3s patioral presdent. Secondly.
the some of competstons makes It a good racing class,

“So fur as 1he Skate plun 3 concermed, | feel that
the sall plan s adequale. The hull design, howsver.
tacks Imaginstion,

Doug felt that classes with wide 1lerunce for inno-
vatlen, such ws the 16-foo1 SKifl, were shuwing perman-
enl appeal. He poinled 0 the strenpth of Skl fleets
al the moormnl and the cwlic development of hull
design o

I8 SIACRAST, Apell, 1908
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